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Sunday, December 31, 2023; Tone 5/ Eothinon 8 Sunday after Nativity of Christ, Which Falls on the

Apodosis (Leave-taking) of the Nativity of Christ Venerable Melania the Younger of Rome

Troparion for the Resurrection, in the Fifth Tone
Let us believers praise and worship the Word coeternal with the Father and the spirit born of the virgin for
our salvation for He took pleasure in ascending the cross in the flesh to suffer death and to raise the dead by
His glorious Resurrection.

Troparion of the Nativity of Christ (Tone 4)
Your Nativity, O Christ our God, has shined the light of knowledge upon the world; for there-by they that
worshipped the stars were instructed by a star to worship You, the Sun of Righteousness, and to know You,
the Day-spring from on high. O Lord, glory be to You.

Troparion of Sunday after the Nativity in tone two
Proclaim, O Joseph, to David, the grandparent of God, the amazing wonders; for you have seen a Virgin
great with child; for with the shepherds, you did give glory, with the Magi you did worship, and by the angel
it was revealed to you. Wherefore, plead you with Christ God to save our souls.

Troparion of the Archangels tone 4
Commanders of the heavenly hosts, we who are unworthy beseech you; by your prayers encompass us under
the wings of your incorporeal glory, and faithfully preserve us who fall down and cry out to you; deliver us
from all harm, for you are the commanders of the powers on high.

Kontakion for Christ’s Nativity, In Tone 3
On this day the Virgin bears the Transcendent in Essence; the the Unapproachable, the earth does offer a
small cave, Angels join in choir with shepherds in giving glory; with a start the Magi travel up on their
journey; for our sakes is born a young Child, He Who existed before the ages as God.

The Epistle
Prokeimenon: O Lord, save Your people and bless Your inheritance. Unto You will I cry, O
Lord my God.
The Reading from the second Epistle of St. Paul to St. Timothy. (4:5-8)

Timothy, my son, always be steady, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill
your ministry. For | am already on the point of being sacrificed; the time of my departure has
come. | have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, and | have kept the faith.
Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved His

appearing.
The Gospel

The Reading of the Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark (1:1-8)

The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the prophets,
‘Behold I send my messenger before your face, who shall prepare your way; the voice of one
crying in the wilderness: prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight” John was
baptizing in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And
there went out to him all the country of Judea, and all the people of Jerusalem; and they were
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s
hair, and had a leather girdle around his waist, and ate locusts and wild honey. And he
preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the thong of whose sandals I
am not worthy to stoop down and untie. | have baptized you with water; but he will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit”.


about:blank
about:blank

