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31/03/2020 

 

To the parishioners of Sts Michael and Gabriel Antiochian Orthodox Church Ryde. 

Glory to God for all things. I wish to begin by reminding you that we should at all times give 

glory and thanks to God, during good and bad times. 

As you are aware, our church has been closed for public services. Unfortunately, due to 

further restrictions, we will not be able to live stream all of our prayer services if any at all. 

You may check the Archdiocese website (listed above) for possible streaming services. I will 

keep you in my prayers, doesn’t matter if this is at the church building or at home or 

anywhere else. I ask that you continue praying your personal prayers and prayer rule. If you 

do not have a prayer book, we can provide you with a little compline book and you can pray 

the “Jesus Prayer” which is “Lord Jesus Christ Son of God have mercy on me a Sinner.” 

On another note, I would like to know how you are going, how are you coping with this 

current situation that we are facing. I am available for you should you need anything. Also, I 

ask that you keep in communication with other people in your family, your friends and other 

parishioners. To check on them and see if they need anything.  

All of the world is living in fear and anxiety, they are closely watching this situation which is 

changing all the time. For us Christians, Great Lent is usually a time of prayer, fasting and 

repentance, but with this crisis, we have to take our prayer, fasting and repentance more 

seriously. Furthermore, I wish to share two scriptural texts by means of encouragement:  

‘You are My servant, I chose you, and have not forsaken you. Fear not, for I am with 

you. Do not go astray, for I am your God who strengthens you; and I will help and 

secure you with My righteous right hand.’ (Isaiah 41:9-10) 

And 

Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to 

you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. (John 14:27) 

I ask that you keep these words close to your heart while you are keeping safe and following 

the restrictions from the authorities. Don’t forget your elderly. 

Just to let you know that Subdeacon Jason Israel will be working to keep in touch with our 

youth and young adults and our catechumens.   

Finally, as always, you can call or email me on the details below, we will work to keep our 

website updated ( www.smg.org.au ) so please check this regularly and please pray for us. 

 

In Christ, 

 

Fr Michal Zghaib 

0403 847 690 

Fr.mzghaib@antiochian.org.au  
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